	527's
	IRS code to raise and spend money to advance political causes 

	Amicus Curiae Brief
	Legal brief submitted by a “friend of the court” to raise additional points of view not in the briefs

	Barron v. Baltimore (1833)
	"Bill of Rights only applies to the federal government, not states "

	Blue Dog Democrat
	A small group of Democrats (centrists) who promote fiscal responsibility

	Brown v. Board of Education 1954 & Brown II
	1954 court ruling saying segregation is inherently unconstitutional. (14th Amendment equal protections)

	Civil Liberties
	Freedoms guaranteed to individuals (God given) [Protection from government.

	Civil Rights
	Powers guaranteed/protected from removal at the hands of government.  [Protections by the government]

	Closed Rule
	Bans an amendment to a bill on the house floor

	Clothes Pin Vote
	Vote for less objectionable candidate because of a dislike for both

	Command and Control Policy
	Regulation where the government tells business how to reach certain goals and enforces it

	Constitutional
	Law provided under an official document

	Debt/Deficit
	Excess of federal expenditures over federal revenues

	Demographic
	"Social breakdown of society by region, race, etc.."

	Devolution
	"Powers to state -> U.S. v Lopez, Printz v. Arizona (Background Checks)"

	Earmarked Money
	Money set aside for a specific project

	Efficacy
	Belief that individual political participation really matters

	Elastic Clause
	"Article 1, section 8 allows Congress to pass all laws, “necessary and proper” to carryout enumerated powers"

	Entitlements
	Guarantee of access to benefits because of rights or by agreement through law

	Extra-Constitutional
	Added after the Constitution/Outside

	Formal
	Clearly stated by law

	Freedom of Information Act
	a federal law enacted in 1974 that requires Federal agencies to provide, to the public, access to and copies of existing agency records

	Gitlow v. N.Y. (1925)
	Fundamental rights are protected by due process of 14th Amendment

	Hyper Pluralism
	Groups are so strong that government is weakened 

	Incorporation
	Applying the Bill of Rights to states. (14th Amendment)

	Informal
	Not clearly stated

	Institutional
	Built into the system

	Iron Triangle
	"The policy-making relationship between the legislature, the bureaucracy, and interest groups"

	Issue Networks
	Groups of individuals or organizations that support particular policy position on certain issues

	Joint Resolution
	Legislative measure which requires approval by Senate and House that is presented to the President

	Law of Unintended Consequences 
	Action taken that results in an outcome that is not intended

	Linkage
	Channels through which issues and people's policy preferences get on government policy agenda

	Litigation
	The conduct of a lawsuit

	Mandates
	Demand placed upon states by the federal government

	Motor Voter
	1993 requires states to allow people to register to vote when applying for a license to operate a motor vehicle

	Multiple Referral
	Process of sending legislation to be considered by more than one committee 

	Narrow Casting
	Creating broadcast information for a specific target audience

	NIMBY
	Not In My Backyard!  -  individuals or groups that work to prevent something from being developed in their area.  Ex.  Nuclear power plant in your neighborhood

	OMB-CBO
	Office of management and budget (President).  Congressional budget office

	Open Primary
	Elections to select party nominees in which voters can decide on election day

	Pluralism
	Politics as conflict among interest groups (bargain and compromise)

	Pork Barrel
	"List of federal projects, grants, etc available in a Congressional district"

	Prior Restraint
	The government preventing materials from being published

	Push-polling
	Using polls for negative campaigning to influence an outcome

	Realignment-De alignment
	RE = Displacement of majority party by minority party (critical election period)  DE = Gradual disengagement of people/politicians from parties

	Selective Incorporation
	Amendments that have been applied to the Bill of Rights 

	SMPD – Single Member Plurality District
	"Do not have to win the majority of the votes, only the highest percentage of votes"

	Soft Money
	Political contributions earmarked for party building expenses at the grass roots level (no limit)

	Speech Obscenity Law
	Obscenity is not necessarily by speech or press based on average citizen view

	TERM
	Length of time for service in elected position

	Unfunded Mandates
	Requirement by the federal government that is unfunded
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