THE CONSTITUTION AS “FIXIN’ WHAT WAS BROKE” WITH 

THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION
            WHAT WAS BROKEN                                             THE “FIX”

Power of the National Government



The Supremacy Clause (Art.6)







 A Stronger Congress (Art.1)
No Power to Collect Taxes



An Expressed Power (Art.1, § 8)

No Power Over Interstate & Foreign Commerce
An Expressed Power plus the Power to Regulate Instruments of Commerce (Bankruptcy; Coining Money; Enforcing Patents and Copyrights, etc.) (Art.1, § 8)

No Mandatory Power to Raise an Army
An Express Power (Art.1, § 8 )

National Government Had Only Specific, 
Congress Given Implied Powers

                 Limited Power

(Art.1, § 8 , Cl.18)

“the Necessary and Proper Clause”

No Independent Executive
President Chosen Indirectly by the       

Voters  

(Art. 2)

Enforcement of National laws Dependent on 

Establishment of a Supreme Court &

States’ Courts





Grant of Power to Establish Lower








National Courts









(Art. 3)

The Amendment Process




Liberalized Amendment Rules









(Art. 5)

WHAT MIGHT BREAK




The “FIX”

Too Much Power





Federalism








Separation of Powers








“Separate Institutions Sharing Power”

· Bicameralism
· Differing Terms

· Differing Means of Selection, ergo Differing Constituencies 

· Differing Formal Qualifications 
Checks and Balances
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