AP Government: List of Important Cases

1. Baker v. Carr (1962) Guaranty Clause does not prevent courts from having the right to determine whether state legislative apportionment violates citizens' 14th A. rights

2. Barron v. Baltimore (1883) Fifth Amendment does not apply to the states [note the date of the case]

3.Bob Jones University v. US (1983) the Government's fundamental, overriding interest in eradicating racial discrimination in education substantially outweighs whatever burden denial of tax benefits places on the exercise of religious beliefs (the university was denied tax-exempt status because it discriminates racially)

4. Brandenburg v. Ohio (1969) speech that does not call for illegal action is protected, and even speech that does call for illegal action is protected if the action is not "imminent" or there is reason to believe that the listeners will not take action

5. Brown v. Board of Education (1954, 1955) You already know this one!

6. Engle v. Vitale (1962) prayer in public schools prohibited by First Amendment (which was made applicable to the states under the 14th A.)

7. Escobedo v. Illinois (1964) can't use evidence (exclusionary rule) obtained from a suspect who has been denied opportunity to consult with counsel and has not been warned of his constitutional right to keep silent, because his 5th, 6th, and 14th A. rights have been violated

8. Garcia v. San Antonio Metropolitan Transit Authority (1985) For the same reasoning used in Usery, Congress cannot impose minimum wage standards on states

9. Gibbons v. Ogden (1824) the Constitution defines federal power to regulate commerce

10. Gideon v. Wainwright (1963) state's refusal to appoint counsel for an indigent accused of non-capital felony violated due process clause

11. Gitlow v. New York (1925) Supreme Court held that freedom of speech and of the press were among the "fundamental personal rights" protected by the due-process clause of the 14th A. from infringements by state (as well as federal) action

12. Griswold v. Connecticut (1965) a Connecticut statute forbidding use of contraceptives violates the right of marital privacy which is within the penumbra of specific guarantees of the Bill of Rights

13. Heart of Atlanta Motel v. US (1964) Congress has the right to prohibit racial discrimination in places of public accommodation through the Commerce Clause because the interstate movement of people is "commerce." Even if the public accommodation is of a purely "local" character, Congress' power to regulate interstate commerce extends to local incidents thereof which might have a substantial and harmful effect on that commerce

14.  Johnson v. Zerbst (1938) a person charged with crime in a federal court is entitled by the 6th A. to the assistance of counsel for his defense

15. Lau v. Nichols (1974) the failure of San Francisco schools to provide English-language instruction to

approximately 1,800 students of Chinese ancestry who do not speak English, or to provide them with other adequate instructional procedures, denies them a meaningful opportunity to participate in the public education program, and thus violates the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the 14th A.

16. Lemon v. Kurtzman (1971) aid to sectarian schools

17. Marbury v. Madison (1803) established the "very essence of judicial duty" is deciding what laws conform to the Constitution -- ("Judicial Review")

18. McCulloch v. Maryland (1819) U.S. Constitution is "the supreme law of the land"

19. National League of Cities v. Usery (1976) Congress may not exercise its power to regulate commerce so as to force directly upon the states its choices as to how essential decisions regarding the conduct of integral government functions are to be made

20. Milliken v. Bradley (1974) continuing effects of Brown

21. Miranda v. Arizona (1966) criminal suspect's rights include being informed of rights to counsel and to remain silent

22. Miller v. California (1973) To be obscene, the work, taken as a whole, must be judged by "the average person applying contemporary community standards" to appeal to the "prurient interest" or to depict "in a patently offensive way, sexual conduct specifically defined by applicable state law" and to lack "serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific value."

23. NAACP v. Patterson (1958) Freedom to engage in association for the advancement of beliefs and ideas is an inseparable aspect of the "liberty" assured by the Due Process clause of the 14th Amendment

24. Near v. Minnesota (1931) Court would not allow prior restraint on the press

25. New York Times v. Sullivan (1964) A state cannot, under the 1st and 14th Amendments, award [libel] damages to a public official for defamatory falsehood relating to his official conduct unless he proves "actual malice" - that the statement was made with knowledge of its falsity or with reckless disregard of whether it was true or false

 26. New York Times Co. v. US (1971) "Pentagon Papers" case decided Nixon's attempted "prior restraint" was unconstitutional interference w/ press freedom

27. Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) racial discrimination: "separate but equal"

28. Roe v. Wade (1973) State criminal abortion laws that except from criminality only a life-saving procedure on the mother's behalf without regard to the stage of her pregnancy and other interests involved violate the Due Process clause of the 14th Amendment, which protects against state action the right to privacy, including a woman's qualified right to terminate her pregnancy. 

29. Roth v. US (1957) obscene material is not protected by the 1st Amendment

30. San Antonio Independent School District v. Rodriguez (1972) Education is not within the limited category of rights recognized by the Supreme Court as guaranteed by the Constitution.

31. Schenck v. US (1919) The Supreme Court (in a unanimous opinion by Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes) announced the "clear-and-present-danger test": whether the words used as used in such circumstances and are of such a nature as to create a clear and present danger that they will bring about the substantive evils that Congress has a right to prevent (famous comment that the Constitution would not protect a person who falsely shouts fire in a theatre and starts a panic)

32. Swann v. Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Education (1971) If school authorities fail to acceptably eliminate from public schools all vestiges of state-imposed segregation that were held to violate the Equal Protection clause of the 14th Amendment (in Brown), then the [federal] district courts have broad power to fashion remedies that will assure unitary school systems.

33. Tinker v. Des Moines Community School District (1969) Freedom of speech held to include students wearing black armbands at school to protest the Vietnam War.

34. Wesberry v. Sanders (1964) The Constitutional requirement in Article I, Section 2 that representatives be chosen "by the People of the several States" means that, as nearly as is practicable, one person's vote in a congressional election is to be worth as much as another's.
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